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Imbued with this conviction, I have written this book in the endeavor to make the theory accessible to that wider circle of readers who have not the time to undertake the study of the original works. I can make no claim to such completeness as is aimed at in Mascart's excellent treatise, or in Winkelmann's Handbuch. For the sake of brevity I have passed over many interesting and important fields of optical investigation. My purpose is attained if these pages strengthen the reader in the view that optics is not an old and worn-out branch of Physics, but that in it also there pulses a new life whose further nourishing must be inviting to every one.
Mr. F. Kiebitz has given me efficient assistance in the reading of the proof.
LEIPZIG, January, 1900.n such a continuou motion as to produce Ampere's molecular currents. Thi supposition also disposes at once of the hitherto unanswerei question as to why the permeability of iron and, in fact, of al other substances must be assumed equal to that of the fre ether for those vibrations which produce light.
